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Last month a meeting took place 

between representatives from fishing 

communities in Tofo, Barra and 

Chicuque, fisheries, maritime & police 

authorities, the tourism industry and 

diving operators regarding the illegal use 

of nets on reefs in the aforementioned 

areas. The nets were said to be 

indiscriminately catching species and 

damaging the reefs leading to bycatch 

and a decline in local fish stocks. Both 

the fishermen and the tourist operators 

seemed keen for a change, with many of 

the fishermen commenting on how their 

catch size is dwindling. A lively and 

interesting debate ensued and the 

outcome was that all parties signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding not to 

trawl or place nets on the reefs, but to 

instead draw nets away from the reefs. 

Line fishing and spear fishing were not 

discussed. There was a real sense of 

collaboration between those present, 

which we hope will aid the creation of a 

more sustainable future. In a follow up 

conversation with Barra Dive School, 

EOTH was told that there has been a 

clear decrease in the sightings of illegal 

fishing in the area since the meeting, 

although this is also a time of year when 

Maritime are patrolling the beach, so we 

will continue to monitor whether the 

sightings of illegal fishing on the reefs 

increase after the holiday period is over.  
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Eyes on the Horizon: Pomene 

  

In December EOTH received reports of an illegal large-scale commercial fishing operation 

in Pomene. A number of operators were apparently filling five large deep freezers with fish, 

which were being powered by a huge diesel generator in an area known as camp 3 or 4, 

while at a different camp individuals were apparently targeting sharks for their fins. 

According to people from the area this once pristine and unique but sensitive ecosystem of 

mangroves and coastal dune forest, is being destroyed by indiscriminate fishing practices 

by locals and visitors alike, employing gill nets, long lines, row boats, trawlers and any 

other means. People from the area say that the once beautiful Pomene beach and 

indigenous dune forest suffers noise, smoke and smell pollution from shark carcasses, 

scraps from an impromptu fish processing plant, diesel generators for batteries of deep 

freezers and all forms of plastic, metal and other debris. Eyes on the Horizon are going to 

investigate this matter and will keep you posted with further developments. 

  

Eyes on the Horizon: Tofo 

  

The start of the new year saw a local upwelling along the Tofo coastline, bringing an 

abundance of life to the area. Local divers were treated to multiple sightings of manta rays, 

marlins, tiger sharks and whale sharks in the area. 

  

Meanwhile, several lodges in the area have sponsored a fishing contest amongst local 

fishermen who have been seen with catches of large yellowfin tuna, barracudas and marlin 

all caught by line from their rowing boats. 

  

Sadly earlier in December, a sharkray was seen dragged up onto Tofo beach and cut up 

for both meat and fins, while more recently a group of researchers found a guitarfish 

caught in a ghost net, which they were fortunately able to release. 

  

Eyes on the Horizon: Ponta D'Ouro 

  

Dolphin-Care Africa has launched a petition “Save the Dolphins of Ponta”, which is aimed 

at creating awareness within government regarding the plight of the dolphins of Ponta.  It 

request’s that the Government of Mozambique support the management plan set out for 

the Ponta do Ouro Partial Marine Reserve in 2009 and enforce the components of the plan 

more effectively, including taking appropriate action against those who violate rules 

stipulated in the plan in order to help protect resident dolphin populations in the area. We 

would encourage our subscribers to sign the petition and help DCA push their objectives 
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