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Ebola Virus 
Immigration Changes 
Sri Lanka

According to the information provided to SAMI, nationals of under 
noted countries will NOT be granted visa/approval to enter SRI 
LANKA UNLESS it can be proved that they have been living 
outside these countries for the past 6 months. 

Other nationals living in the below listed countries for a minimum 
of one month will not be approved to land in SRI LANKA unless it 
can be proved that they have been living outside the countries for 
the past 6 months.

•	 Congo
•	 Gabon
•	 Guinea
•	 Guinea	Bissau
•	 Kenya
•	 Liberia
•	 Nigeria
•	 Sierra	Leone
•	 Sudan
•	 Uganda

Other nationals, who are arriving SRI LANKA after visiting the 
above named countries, will not be permitted with visa/landing 
approval to enter SRI LANKA UNLESS a period of 21 days since 
visiting that country have elapsed - as the Ebola incubation period 
is 2 to 21 days. 

This applies mainly to ship’s crew and security guards as their 
port stays are usually deemed to be minimal and provided the 
ship has not approved shoreleave whilst in these countries.

The SRI LANKAN authorities are checking on the last 10 ports of 
call of vessels and approval is granted to disembark guards/ship 
crew only if the ship has exceeded 21 days since the call to any of 
the countries listed. 

If Ebola is detected, no approval to visit will be granted what so 
ever.

Members Update on 
Immigration Authority 
changes and demands. 

SAMI has received information from 
correspondents and members with 
regard to new immigration procedures 
in the wake of the ongoing Ebola virus 
concerns. 

The new procedures detailed in this 
briefing	apply	to	Sri	Lanka,	Saudi	
Arabia and some west coast ports in 
India. 

It is important to note, however, that 
other nations are seemingly in the 
process of reviewing their requirements 
and members are urged to check the 
latest information regarding any States 
they may be sending personnel too. 

Inter-African Travel

Some African countries have agreed 
to lift travel bans on people arriving 
from Ebola-hit nations. The African 
Union is trying to take steps to ease the 
economic pain the virus has brought to 
the continent. However, non -African 
nations are taking an increasingly 
agressive stance to limit the potential 
spread of the virus.
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All airlines are informed of this procedure as well, 
and  any persons suspected of being infected are 
subject to detention/medical examination by the airport 
authorities.

If a person dies on board a ship, and the ship has 
called any of the countries listed, within 21 days or the 
person dies of suspicion of having Ebola symptoms, 
the body can be disembarked following medical 
guidelines. 

It is important to note that NO postmortem will be 
conducted and the body will be burnt immediately 
within minimal time as authority will not risk by granting 
time for medical examinations/tests etc.

Saudi Arabia

Similar to Sri Lanka, the Saudi Arabian authorities have 
acted to contain the potential spread of Ebola. We have 
been informed of new requirements in Jeddah, which 
may affect members.

Before	disembarking	guards	in	Jeddah	guards	must	
be	in	possession	of	a	valid	Yellow	Fever	Certificate	
and must not have visited anywhere in West Africa in 
the last 21 days. While we have not yet sighted a list 
of banned nations, we would suspect those covered 
to mirror those stated by Sri Lanka. As such they are 
likely to include, as a minimum:
•	 Congo
•	 Gabon
•	 Guinea
•	 Guinea	Bissau
•	 Kenya
•	 Liberia
•	 Nigeria
•	 Sierra	Leone
•	 Sudan
•	 Uganda

Our correspondent has been liaising with local 
authorities, and as such expects this process to expand 
across Saudi Arabia.  

Attached	at	the	rear	of	this	briefing	are	two	immigration	
forms issued by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia – and 
they are required in cases where guards are needed to 
be disembarked.

West Coast India

There has also been raised awareness of the need 
to	contain	Ebola	in	some	West	Coast	India	ports,	

where the local Port Health Authorities (PHO) are 
checking	the	validity	of	all	Yellow	Fever	Certificates	and	
enquiring as to the last port calls for the vessel. 

It has also been reported that cabins onboard vessels 
which are calling into these ports from West Africa have 
been fumigated and guards have had their temperature 
taken and recorded twice a day for three days before 
they were allowed to disembark. 

The whole process had to be photographed and sent to 
the PHO.

Due to the incubation period for Ebola the norm seems 
to be 21 days before contractors would be allowed in to 
some countries, if they have been in West Africa. 

It is strongly suspected that there will be a an increase 
in health checks and extra procedures around the 
Indian Ocean as the virus continues to kill and expand 
in West Africa. Members are encouraged to develop 
procedures to both protect their vessels, but are also 
advised to develop contingency plans or to ensure that 
any personnel who have been in West Africa are not 
then expected to be granted free pratique into non-
infected nations.








